Erythropoietin, progenitors, and repair.
The erythropoietin-erythropoietin-receptor (EPO-EPO-R) system has recently been identified as an important cellular survival pathway. Its presence has also been demonstrated in the kidney and identified as a therapeutic target to prevent loss of renal function. Part of the protective effects may be related to the action of erythropoietin on endothelial function and expansion of endothelial progenitor cells. This paper reviews current evidence for involvement of these mechanisms in EPO-mediated renoprotection.